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The ‘Gadara Region Project’ was initiated by Prof. Dr. Dr. Vieweger in 2001. The first extended ex-
cavation was carried out in 2003. Since 2004 the project has been a co-operative effort of the Biblical
Archaeological Institute in Wuppertal and the German Protestant Institute of Archaeology.

Significant Results in Spring 2008
During the spring campaign 2008 the German team worked in Area I on the western side of the tall
and in Area II on its northern side.

Area [
The main original objective of opening Area I in the western part was to understand the stratigraphy
of the tell. By the end of this year’s spring campaign, Area I comprised 1075m2 of excavated surface.
The evidence from this area is impressive: the successive layers have given us a valuable insight into
the history of northern Transjordan from the Late Bronze Age to the Umayyad period. In 2004, the
older strata of Middle and Early Bronze Age were excavated in three squares. It is expected a refer-
ence stratigraphy for the Gadara/Umm Qays region representing remains from a long succession of
archacological periods (Early Bronze Age — Ottoman period). In 2008, all squares with remains which
are younger than the Late Bronze
Age were excavated; these are: AG
115-116, AH 115-116, Al 117 and
AL 118. Additionally, the squares
AQ 120, AR 118-120 in the north
and AE-AF 115-116 in the south
were excavated.

Two major discoveries were made:
First, the Iron Age I settlement on
Tall Zar’a was apparently unforti-
fied, although the structures un-
covered do not present a consistent
picture. This very interesting period
(carbon-dated to 1200 to nearly
1000 BC) can be characterized as
an important transitional phase. Ap-
proximately one third of the Iron
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Age | surface in the south is taken up by a very high quality courtyard house with two integrated silos
(2m diameter) made out of mud bricks. A tabun constructed in three layers can also be seen lower in
the trench. Another large part of the surface towards the north is taken up by a four-roomed house
whose massive walls are well-preserved. While the courtyard house continues Late Bronze Age tradi-
tions, the four-roomed house marks the transition to the Iron Age. The area between the two houses is
characterized by agricultural installations (e.g. pits for storage), sheds and stables. The Late Bronze
Age level has been reached in the whole area of Area I (1025m?), however, up to now only 4.5 m of
the expected 12 m cultural layers have been excavated.

Area I revealed a continuing habitation area. The most significant structure uncovered so far is the
massive casemate wall that once protected the city on its north-western edge. The pottery dates it to
the Late Bronze Age and the scientific analysis of charcoal remains confirms this, giving an approxi-
mate dating to somewhere between 1450 and 1300 cal. BC. Six casemate chambers have been exca-
vated thus far. Behind the wall was a large courtyard with three covered channels. These collected the
rainwater that accumulated behind the city wall into a settling basin in one of the casemate chambers,
and from there into a vertical chute.

In the south the casemate wall ended in a large, inward-facing tower in two parts. In the southern half
a large room was found which had seen a number of conversions, the latest of which involved a low
partitioning wall in the west, creating behind it a small room only one meter wide. On this wall were
two large basalt column bases which once supported wooden columns that held up the roof. The pe-
culiar character of this small partitioned structure calls to mind the Bronze Age gate sanctuaries found
elsewhere. A large stone, cut flat on the bottom and with a symmetrical peak towards the top, which
lay toppled beside the column bases, may be a cultic stone due to its similarity to such cult stones
found in Palestine.

To the south of the ‘gate sanctuary’, a 2.75m wide gate opening was uncovered. This gate would have
provided the most direct access for pedestrians to the lower cities to the north and west. To the south
of the gateway we also uncovered a bottle-shaped, stone-lined ‘hollow’ in the ground, the entrance to
which was covered by a meticulously worked, disc-shaped stone with a diameter of roughly one meter
and bearing a 15 cm wide hole in its centre. It has been excavated to a depth of 2.6meters. Due to the
problem of collapsing, we will not be able to investigate this structure further until the surrounding
layers have been removed.

In the spring campaign of 2006, the first domestic structures were found inside the casemate wall. Up
to now, we have uncovered large parts of three courtyard houses and parts of another two huge court-
yard houses which belong to monumental architecture. The monumental house in the north consists
of a large roofed room with a column base, a part of a staircase, a little uncovered part of the court-
yard and one more adjacent room. Two radiocarbon samples from this context have yielded dates of
1450/1440 and 1300 BCE with 95.4 % probability. The valuable finds that were made in this structure
suggest it may have had a special function. Among these are 28 cylinder seals of varying quality and
image type measuring 2.5-3cm in height and (in average) 1-1.3cm in diameter. Most of them are made
of faience and covered with a green glaze. They belong to the western group of the so-called ‘Com-
mon Style’ of the Mitanni glyptic and can be dated to the 14th-13th centuries BC. The discovery of an
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