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The ‘Gadara Region Project’ was initiated by Prof. Dr. Dr. Vieweger in 2001. The first extended ex-
cavation was carried out in 2003. Since 2004 the project has been a co-operative effort of the Biblical
Archaeological Institute in Wuppertal and the German Protestant Institute of Archaeology.

Significant Results in Spring 2008
During the spring campaign 2008 the German team worked in Area I on the western side of the tall
and in Area II on its northern side.

Area [
The main original objective of opening Area I in the western part was to understand the stratigraphy
of the tell. By the end of this year’s spring campaign, Area I comprised 1075m2 of excavated surface.
The evidence from this area is impressive: the successive layers have given us a valuable insight into
the history of northern Transjordan from the Late Bronze Age to the Umayyad period. In 2004, the
older strata of Middle and Early Bronze Age were excavated in three squares. It is expected a refer-
ence stratigraphy for the Gadara/Umm Qays region representing remains from a long succession of
archacological periods (Early Bronze Age — Ottoman period). In 2008, all squares with remains which
are younger than the Late Bronze
Age were excavated; these are: AG
115-116, AH 115-116, Al 117 and
AL 118. Additionally, the squares
AQ 120, AR 118-120 in the north
and AE-AF 115-116 in the south
were excavated.

Two major discoveries were made:
First, the Iron Age I settlement on
Tall Zar’a was apparently unforti-
fied, although the structures un-
covered do not present a consistent
picture. This very interesting period
(carbon-dated to 1200 to nearly
1000 BC) can be characterized as
an important transitional phase. Ap-
proximately one third of the Iron







